Being one with His creation

To feel at one with the creation we need to blend with that which is God’s, not that which is built by man.

It is no accident that we feel at ease and calmed in nature’s cathedral.  It was no doubt forseen that there would be a time when the division between the natural and the unnatural would escalate: like the difference between good and evil, night and day.  

Man has been building and creating an unnatural environment since the first brick was formed out of mud and straw.  That is not to say that all of these construction projects are useless or unaesthetic.  But, it is accurate to say that cities and similar environments are often overwhelming and agitating.  The information overload, however is not specific to only these places.  We carry these media devices with us … cell phones, computers, pagers, Gameboys, CD players, iPOD’s and the like.  In and of themeselves they are not evil or destructive, but the unwillingness we have to disconnect from them is dangerous.  Because we can be in the media feed 24/7 it is much easier to feel as though we cannot be without them.  This continuous feed is overstimulating and increases the potential for mental and physical illness.  

And the worst part is … we end up serving the wrong master in an unending effort to “keep up” and “stay connected.”  That is why we need to make a real effort to get away and spend quality time in the creation as it was meant to be experienced, disconnected from all media, and available to observe His handiwork and listen for His voice.

By that, I mean that we need to listen to the wind, the water, the rustling of the autumn corn: the groaning of the planet and the cosmos.  We need to watch the blinking signal of the stars, the magic of the movement of the planets and the physics of balance as God’s perfect will presents itself.

It is worth noting that God creates and man merely rearranges.  Man has limited creative capacity even if that seems to minimize his ability in his own eyes.

So, to truly be refreshed we must go to the ultimate creative source: His place.  Remember that the first creation we are made familiar with was the Garden of Eden.  Even in this late age there are remnants of that Garden.  Think meadows, woodlands, forests, canyons, mountains; the list goes on.  That is often why retreats are in isolated natural locations; places that are, in fact, a retreat and a refuge from the very society that we have assembled.

Creation 

This is the first recorded evidence of creation in regard to the universe [we know].

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Gen 1:2  And the earth was without form and empty. And darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters. 

Gen 1:3  And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. 

Gen 1:4  And God saw the light that it was good. And God divided between the light and the darkness. 

Gen 1:5  And God called the light, Day. And He called the darkness, Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

Gen 1:6  And God said, Let there be an expanse in the middle of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

Gen 1:7  And God made the expanse, and divided the waters which were under the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. 

Gen 1:8  And God called the expanse, Heavens. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 

Gen 1:9  And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together to one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so. 

Gen 1:10  And God called the dry land, Earth. And He called the gathering together of the waters, Seas. And God saw that it was good.   

Genesis 2:8  And Jehovah God planted a garden eastward in Eden. And there He put the man whom He had formed. 

Gen 2:9  And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food. The tree of life also was in the middle of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

Gen 2:10  And a river went out of Eden to water the garden. And from there it was divided and became four heads.    (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)
Isaiah 58:11  And Jehovah shall always guide you and satisfy your soul in dry places, and make your bones fat; and you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters fail not.  (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)
Song of Solomon 6:2  My Beloved has gone down to His garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens and to gather lilies.  (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)
God evidently placed a garden in the newly made earth because He knew we would need a place of repast; a place to retreat to.  He forsaw our need to commune with Him in His element.  Eden and its offspring were no accident.  Thus, preserving such habitat is in our best interest. Taking time to “get away” and spend time alone in His element is imperative.  Walking down a country road, like strolling through autumn leaves, is an opportunity to worship in the cathedral of the skies.  Psalm 46 says “Be still and know that I am God.”  Well, that wasn’t a suggestion.
John 18:1  Having spoken these words, Jesus went out with His disciples over the winter stream Kidron, where there was a garden. He and His disciples entered into it. 

Joh 18:2  And Judas who betrayed Him also knew the place. For Jesus oftentimes went there with His disciples.   (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)
John 19:41  And in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one yet had been placed.   

(6CD; e-Sword MKJV)

The garden is a place to retreat to, and yet it is a place we are vulnerable.   The place where Christ went to pray, and spend time with His Father, was also the place where He way betrayed and taken prisoner.  And yet we are most protected where we are the most vulnerable to Him.  Christ’s greatest victory was begun in a place where He was most open and vincible.  Father, Thy will be done.  In that manner, in His garden place, we must trust implicitly, be weak and in our weakness be strong.  

The construction project we call the world is a place we are born into, so to speak, 

and without Christ, preyed upon and open to attack by the adversary … the one we call Satan.  Without God there is no one to watch our back.  Christ went to Hell, rose above it, and in doing so conquered death and hell that we might live in an eternal Eden if only we believe.  That is not a parable or an allegory.  It is the truth about a lush garden we can choose to inherit or a vacant lot full of broken glass and blackened thistles. 

Assembly

This is the first recorded evidence of man’s building enterprise.  Not an encouraging indication of things to come.  While there is plenty of acreage still available, it would appear that our desire to pave everything remains unabated.  It seems that we build to reach God or erase Him.  

Genesis 11:1  And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 

Gen 11:2  And it happened, as they traveled from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar. And they lived there. 

Gen 11:3  And they said to one another, Come, let us make brick and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 

Gen 11:4  And they said, Come, let us build us a city and a tower, and its top in the heavens. And let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered upon the face of the whole earth. 

Gen 11:5  And Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of Adam had built. 

Gen 11:6  And Jehovah said, Behold! The people is one and they all have one language. And this they begin to do. And now nothing which they have imagined to do will be restrained from them. 

Gen 11:7  Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they cannot understand one another's speech. 

Gen 11:8  So Jehovah scattered them abroad from that place upon the face of all the earth. And they quit building the city. 

Gen 11:9  Therefore the name of it is called Babel; because Jehovah confused the language of all the earth there. And from there Jehovah scattered them abroad on the face of all the earth.   (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)

Here is what God intended for building projects [to be] …

Ephesians 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus you who were once afar off are made near by the blood of Christ. 

Eph 2:14  For He is our peace, He making us both one, and He has broken down the middle wall of partition between us, 

Eph 2:15  having abolished in His flesh the enmity (the Law of commandments contained in ordinances) so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, making peace between them; 

Eph 2:16  and so that He might reconcile both to God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity in Himself. 

Eph 2:17  And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off, and to those who were near. 

Eph 2:18  For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

Eph 2:19  Now therefore you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, 

Eph 2:20  and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

Eph 2:21  in whom every building having been fitly framed together, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord; 

Eph 2:22  in whom you also are built together for a dwelling place of God through the Spirit.   (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)

Another building project that did not honor God, but man …yet Jesus alone brought good from it.  His anger continues to resonate with us 2000 years later. 

John 2:13  And the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Joh 2:14  And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money-changers sitting. 

Joh 2:15  And when He had made a scourge of small cords, He drove them all out of the temple, also the sheep and the oxen. And He poured out the money-changers' money and overthrew the tables. 

Joh 2:16  And He said to those who sold doves, Take these things away from here. Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise.   

Joh 2:17  And His disciples remembered that it was written, "The zeal of Your house has eaten Me up."  (Psalm 69:9)
Joh 2:18  Then the Jews answered and said to Him, What sign do you show us, since you do these things? 

Joh 2:19  Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.   (6CD; e-Sword MKJV)
We must seek out our heaven on earth.  As Randy Alcorn so succinctly put it, from his new book Heaven (and I translate loosely) … in their time on earth a believer gets a glimpse of the hell they will never see; while an unbeliever gets a glimpse of the heaven they will never know. 

The following verses also show how various retreats into private places served a specific purpose.  Note that in the Old Testament Moses, the Hebrew people, Isaac and his son, Hagar and others went to private & wilderness places for specific purposes.  In the New Testament John the Baptist is the most famous individual, second to Jesus Christ, to come out of a wilderness experience from a time of meditation and preparation for a Godly mission: 

[to prepare]

Mark 1:35   And early in the morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely place, and was praying there.  (13B;pg 1313) 

[to renew and rest]

Mark 6: 46  And after bidding them farewell He departed to the mountain to pray.  (13B;pg 1324 after feeding the 5 thousand)

[special communication and revealing]

Matthew 17:1-2  And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves.  And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as bright as light.  (13B;pg 1289) 

Note that when renewal and preparation is to take place we do not find evidence of individuals retreating to rooms, temples, closets, basements or other man-made edifices.  I readily acknowledge that we have created places for communion with God such as the Temple and our various churches.  They have their places, but when we want to address God in His element we must go to His garden, the remnant of Eden:  the places where corn rustles, leaves float like boats on living water and the like.  That is the other language of God;  the language of the places where we are still and we know He is God.
When do you set aside time to experience heaven on earth?  

Where is your garden?

Where have you known hell?
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