Being Prepared

We have so much to say about how we would have handled things … if we had known.  But it is obvious that we do not know, and cannot know, regardless of the mountains of information we gather.  Take, for example … the Oklahoma bombing, 911/Twin Towers, Columbine, Hurricane Katrina, and now Virginia Tech … our vision is only 20/20 in hindsight.  Remember that when we watch newscasts that follow the grand pursuit of the blame game and uncapped lawsuits.  It is not always someone’s fault that things happen, or do not.  We do not have the control we mythologize, about us as individuals, or our culture as a collective.  It is a spin.  And who is the greatest marketing guru ever?  

The reason for saying this is to remind us that it is always wise to be prepared for what we do not, and cannot, know.  I truly believe that if the events above could have been prevented or minimized, we would have done so.  So what are the alternatives?  Give up?  Sit on our hands?  Take more antidepressants?  No.  It is time to act as spiritual warriors.  Read Ephesians 6 for the details.  It’s all there, and it is real.

Moving on:  In our remarkable callousness, and shortsightedness, we have turned tragedy into high entertainment.  No one can really grieve adequately under a microscope.  Healing is not accomplished with an audience. These experiences, the aftermath, and the decisions that prepare us for them, are deeply personal.  They cannot be predicted, bought or sold even if Satan would have you believe otherwise.  And they are not the punishment of a vengeful and wrathful God.   However, there will be wars and rumors of war.  We know that, we repeat that, and yet we always act surprised.  We always behave like road kill.

These events occur as an integral part of the landscape we call the world.  It is very heavenly at times, but it is also very hellish.  Sin has clouded our perception and has dimmed the vibrancy of a once whole, not fallen world.  Yet, God is the Overseer.  He provides for all of us … eternity with Him for all that believe.

I do not want to minimize our efforts at civil and governmental preparedness.  But, as we have seen, we have not been able to prevent, nor effectively alter, what we spend billions of dollars trying to predict.  The future is not our domain; the past is out of reach.  Our present actions are all we can hope for.  Our imagination is remarkably small compared to the energy that is God and His creative force.  And, because we are on this earth, and not elsewhere, events that are part of the natural cycle will impact us all.  Prepared believers will be in the position of advantage, however. 

God’s terrible & wonderful message, “Be prepared in Me through My Son, Jesus the Christ.”  That is what it’s really all about.  Because it is not about us, but about the glorification of God, forgiveness and acceptance are our strongest spiritual weapons.

Matthew 5:43 -45 "You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Romans 5:1-2   Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Also through Him, we have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

There is nothing occurring here that God is not aware of.  He is in complete control and His plan is perfect.  What happens is never outside His domain.  We must remain strong and vigilant as the tide of world events ebbs and flows.  It is not without purpose.  The purpose is a warning and an opportunity.  Do you hear Him?  Your decision is required.  Beware …not choosing God is a choice for Satan.  Yet, for all of the apparent complexity of life, the decision is ironically that simple.  Do not wait to confront your eternity. Those afraid of dying are afraid of living.  

Matthew 13:41   The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather from His kingdom everything that causes sin and those guilty of lawlessness.
 They will throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father's kingdom. Anyone who has ears should listen!
God will cleanse in His time.  There will be wars and rumors of wars.

Matthew 24:6   You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take place, but the end is not yet.
In His time.  It is not about us.  Trust Him. The blessing is turning to Him.  To do nothing is a curse.

Job 37:19   Teach us what we should say to Him; we cannot prepare our case because of our darkness. 

Psalm 23:5   You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Isaiah 8:9-10   Band together, peoples, and be broken; pay attention, all you distant lands; prepare for war, and be broken; prepare for war, and be broken. 

Devise a plan; it will fail. Make a prediction; it will not happen. For God is with us. 

Make this a point where you continue to look for God’s hope in His word, through prayer, in a relationship with His Son.

(CD5; e-Sword Holman translation)

