Bad publicity

Matthew 7:1-2  “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged.  For with the judgment you use, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (eSword c. 2005; Holman translation)

Well-intended Christians’ public remarks are the worst kind of publicity for the faith.  When there is a disaster, someone controversial dies or suffers a mishap, these folks are the first ones to talk about God’s vengeance and how one has reaped what one has sown.  Sadly enough, these people portray a God who is terrible, judgmental, and all around mean spirited.  The truth is this, I believe:  God suffers when we suffer, and He takes no joy in our mistakes.  Because He is a just God we do not get what we really deserve, and yet we have the incredible responsibility of free will.  What could make a parent more afraid than a child behaving like an immortal and careening out of control?   You watch and you pray and you weep, but you cannot save him or her from the experiences or the inevitable consequences.  Such is the angst of God multiplied by billions of lives.  But God, unlike us, has done nothing wrong, and yet is destined to watch the unfolding horror because of a decision He made to give us autonomy.

God is the first to weep, and the first to reach out.  In truth, we rarely see Him or even look for Him unless it is to blame Him … or for eleventh hour salvation.  It would be a much richer life if we had compassion for those who suffered, and didn’t always assume that “they deserved it.”  What if we portrayed our Lord and Savior as a loving and gentle, but firm, being with whom we could have an honest relationship?  What if we really did love sinners as much as we want to be loved, and hated the baggage sin creates like we hate our own?  And maybe that’s the problem … we hate our own lives so much that we lash out and project our self-loathing on others.
From an op-ed piece in WORLD magazine entitled Going negative: Are Christians unChristian? by Tony Woodlief:  “According to the UnChristian [as surveyed by the Barna Group], six negative themes infuse young people’s perceptions of the modern Christian church:  hypocrisy, treatment of outsiders as conversion targets, hatred of homosexuals, seclusion from the real world, over-politicization, and condemnation.” (pg. 33 from the January26/February 2, 2008 edition)  

Psalm 9:8  He judges the world with righteousness; he executes judgment on the peoples with fairness.  (eSword c.2005; Holman translation)

And this comes from an individual who went against God, was judged for His deeds, and experienced the consequences.  Yet, David did not go back and edit.  He accepted God’s judgment for both himself and his family.  But, also notice who is doing the judging here:  it is not the crowds or the orators … it is God and Him alone.   Therein lies the issue in modern times.  Everyone but God is weighing in on the sins of others.  We really are not in a position to pass that kind of moral judgment, lest we be judged.  That part of the equation seems to be routinely neglected even though it is plainly addressed in Matthew chapter 7 above.

1.) Do you remember the story of David and Bathsheba?  His sin wasn’t just that he slept with his soldier’s wife but that he had Uriah killed in battle.   See 2 Samuel, Chapters 11 & 12.

2.) Think about it … how often do you pass judgment on others either verbally or in private thought?  Would you appreciate the same treatment? 

3.) How do you see God, and how do you portray Him to others?

4.) Have you ever “sent the wrong message” about our faith to unbelievers?

5.) When you see celebrities with problems, do you think they deserve it or do you pray for them to find Jesus Christ?  Be honest.

