Atonement

Broadly, amends for an offense committed; pointedly (the atonement), reconciliation between God and humankind brought about by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  (From The Portable Seminary glossary on pg. 681)

This goes back to the doctrine of redemption and the view on who can be redeemed, i.e. whom did Christ atone for?  There are two schools of thought here: general atonement (all who would believe) and specific atonement (for those who are preordained or predestined).  There are extremes on either end, and plenty of wiggle room in the middle.

John 3:15   “In order that everyone who believes and trusts in Him, may not perish but have eternal life and actually live forever.” (B47;pg 954)
To paraphrase, God loved (or prized) the world to such an extent that He gave up His only (begotten) Son, because only He (Jesus) could pay the price of our sin:  only His perfection could ransom (or redeem) us from our eternal debt by conquering death and hell (Satan).  A perfect sacrifice for a perfect love that was separated by incalculable sin…that was the supreme and irreversible, atoning act of God (on our behalf).
John tells us who it is for, but not the mechanism of “how.”   We know that Christ had to do it, and that it was required that a sacrifice be made because we as human beings could not offer up enough to wipe away our inherent sin.  Animals, grain and drink are/were not sufficient to “cover up” our sin from God’s view.  While it is interesting to become academic about this, looking for doctrine, etc., to explain what we cannot understand, we cannot know why God specifically embraced this solution or exactly how it is applied so that we are freed men and women from a state that we cannot, and could not, free ourselves from.  And even if we believe, we cannot stop sinning or “missing the mark.”  The real blessing is the knowledge that Christ’s sacrifice takes into consideration what we have done, what we are doing, and what will do. And from that point faith must preside, because we do not know the mind of God.  All I can say is that it makes sense, but I don’t understand it.  That’s OK. 

Today I am blessed to know that my God saved me from the greatest threat to my eternity with Him: Me.

1.) What is the difference (in basic terms) between the views of atonement?  Where do you stand and why?

2.) What does Paul say about this?  See Corinthians 1:9 for the overview.

3.) Is it OK not to understand how or why God proceeds, but that He does?

4.) Why is predestination problematic? Don’t analyze, respond instinctively.

5.) Who has been the greatest stumbling block to your salvation?

