At the end of the day

I Corinthians 1:11 For it has been clear to me, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you.  (47B;pg 1041)
Galatians 1:6  I am astonished that you are so quickly turning renegade and deserting Him, Who called you by the grace of Christ, to a different gospel.

(47B;pg 1072)

Ephesians 2:8-9  … it is a gift of God; not because of works, lest any man should boast.  (47B;pg 1081)

Revelation 2:14 [to the church in Ephesus] “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you:  you have some people there who are clinging to the teaching of Balaam …”  (47B;pg 1152) 

Revelation 3:16 [to the church in Laodicea] “… because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth.”  (47B;pg 1154) 

What do you read here?  What are we being told about churches and people that has not changed over the last two thousand years or so?  

I have had numerous conversations over the years about the behavior of people in churches.  There is the expectation that folks should somehow be transformed the moment they darken the doorway of a church.  It just isn’t so.  Walking into a building will not make an individual a better Christian any more than putting on a pro ball cap makes a skinny white kid like me a Cincinnati Reds starter.  

On the other hand there is an expectation attached to attending a church that is not attached to visiting a professional ballpark.  

A friend of mine put it this way, “At the end of the day people are still just people.”  That does not mean that we cannot improve or that all expectations are groundless.  What it does mean is that our faith is a matter of commitment and of growth.  It is founded on the cultivation of a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Maturity takes the time it takes to grow and to learn, and to bear spiritual fruit.  

In the above passages we see that Paul and Christ both addressed the early church, insofar as their shortcomings being evident; but this should not be surprising in light of our modern day experience.  They were certainly not beyond redemption, and neither are we if Christ is central to our lifestyle both inside and outside the edifice of the church.

1.) How many times have you heard about the hypocrisy of the church and its members?  Is it a fair assessment?

2.) What did Christ mean in Revelation 3:16 regarding the church in Laodicea?

3.) Do you feel that people should somehow be different when they enter a church?  Is this a realistic expectation?

4.) Have people really changed all that much over the last two or three thousand years or is it technology and other such cultural “window dressing” that has given the appearance of such change?

5.)  Have you judged people who drag their sin baggage into the sanctuary?  Isn’t that where they should be, after all?  Isn’t the church a hospital for sinners, not a country club for saints?    

