The Way: The Word

But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he [Paul] withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus.  This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.  Acts 19: 9&10

A couple of things intrigue me about this passage … that the faithful knew their faith as the Way and that inroads were made in Asia to the extent that all heard, dispelling the idea that there is an excuse for somehow not being exposed to the Gospel, then or now.  Exposure appears to be a choice, not simply circumstantial.  It is possible that those who claim not to have heard are wallowing in the sin of their spiritual parents?  God makes His way into the hearts of the willing … even if they may not be able to articulate exactly what it is that they are missing.  God will come to all who are willing in His time, in the person of the Holy Spirit.  

And the other point … this group of believers called their belief system the Way … as though there was only one Way (which of course is true).  This is a crystal clear statement regarding the obvious need not to create undue complexity. 

It was not until much later (maybe 80 A.D. in Antioch, Syria) that believers were called Christians as a method of describing them by specifically referring to their leader.  It was because of their remarkable adherence to faith in Christ, and willingness to do anything to further the cause, including dying for Him, that made the Way unique.  It is not unlike Native Americans describing themselves as “the People.”  It is a simple statement of significance and identification.  We also need to keep it as simple as possible … be willing and stick to your story.  Christ was simple, gentle, willing to go the distance, and He never wavered in His story … even to death.  He even returned to prove it.  

Amen.    

1.) What do you think of Paul’s approach? Is retreating in this way “Biblical?”  

2.) What do you do with the unwilling or the hardened heart?  Persist or desist? 

3.) Do we overstate our affiliations and overcomplicate?  

4.) What do you think of just calling Christ’s ministry “the Way?”  Is it “Biblical?”   

5.) What was the benefit in Paul’s response to those in Tyrannus?

