Abortion: difficult to pronounce

The word isn’t one of those that are too complex phonetically, because it does rhyme with contortion and distortion, but because it just doesn’t feel right.  Not that it ever did.

The following is what God told Jeremiah to validate his prophecy. This particular passage is often used to suggest that we are all known to God from before time and to support the sanctity of life in the womb.  I do not disagree with that interpretation, however I would guard against using that as a mandate to judge those around us.  Because believers among us are chosen for specific ministries, and are gifted with potential, that knowledge does not preclude any of us making poor choices.  I believe that God ultimately chooses those who would choose Him, regardless of how flawed, damaged, or out of touch we are.   I call it forgiveness; I call it grace. 

Jeremiah 1:5  “I chose you before you were formed in the womb; I set you apart before you were born.  I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  (eSword; c. 2005 Holman translation)

The Amplified Bible says this:  “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew [and] approved of you [as My chosen instrument], and before you were born I separated and set you apart, consecrating you; [and] I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  (47B;pg 654) 

Even Hollywood seems to be shrinking from the philosophy of lauding abortion as the mandate and right of every free woman since Roe v. Wade.  Movies like Juno, Knocked Up and Waitress are suggesting a different kind of freedom these days.  It is more of a challenge, it seems, to infiltrate television.

Technology, particularly ultrasound, has been an important factor in allowing us to see firsthand that life is indeed life no matter how small.  In this case, seeing is believing.

But, let me back up and say this:  there was a day when young girls did not have today’s level of autonomy, and the specter of carrying a baby was far more of a social stigma than a “religious” one.  One also needs to know that the only mortal sin is blasphemy against the Spirit, so abortion will not, in and of itself, condemn an individual to hell.  Nor should one be judged in those cases.  Most women I know, who have had an abortion, suffered their own version of hell.  The temporary lifting of responsibility for both children and their parents gave way to moral imprisonment. Compassion is the Christian solution, not condemnation. 

If you are free of sin, go ahead and throw the first stone.  Be my guest, but I will not be there with you.

1.) Are you familiar with the passage from Jeremiah above?  What does it say to you?  What does it say about God?

2.) Have you given recent thought to the abortion issue? Where do you stand on it and why?  Does God forgive sin? 

3.) Do you think that we have the right and/or obligation to judge others and their decision-making?

4.) Do you feel that we have, in some ways, finally begun to celebrate life rather than demeaning it?  Is it a change or a phase?

5.) Have you ever had to make a personal life or death decision?  Where was God in that process? 

