True Prophecy is of God 

2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

This is a vital thing to know:  that prophecy is not through the will of man, but from God through the Holy Spirit.  Man cannot ever falsely prophesy if it is truly from God. Of course, the issue is whether or not it is from God, and whether one is able to tell the difference or discern.  Even if everything is in place …the faith is strong and the listener is Christ-centered, knowledge of the Bible is more than adequate and the individual considers him or herself a believer at the core … we are at risk.  We need to be extremely careful about what we accept as holy and “good.”

If there is ever a question about whether something is of God, or is only masquerading as such, seek out another brother or sister in Christ, check your Bible, solicit a pastor’s advice, and listen to it all very carefully.  The next step is to take a consensus, or do what is called a comparative analysis.  If there is a preponderance of evidence, information falling on one side of the issue (or the other), take that evidence very seriously, and act accordingly.  By that I mean:  if the majority of the insights are a clear warning that what you are getting wrapped up in is not Biblically accurate, or is leading away from a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, steer clear … by all means run for the state line.  If, on the other hand, the sources agree that you are being lead, tested in some fashion, or that a spiritual path is being laid out before you respond according to prayer and a strong “pulling” as though you can’t resist [the will of God].

The issue here is, and I think it is obvious by now, we are often getting similar messages and these messages are intentionally twisted by Satan in an effort to detour and cause confusion.  Along that detour he is waiting in the weeds like the assassin he is. That is why I believe in the safety in numbers concept.  We are a lot less likely to be lead down the primrose path if we are in Godly company.  Needless to say, if it were impossible to tell the difference between true and false prophesy it would be a breeze for Satan to lead the entire flock down a road paved only with the prospect of good intentions and the equally fine (but hollow) rewards.  However, you and I have to be armed with the understanding that … for all the variety of institutions, denominations and other such divisive tactical maneuvering, it comes down to the spiritual essentials of the Truth: Word alone, Faith alone, Grace alone, Christ alone.  

All else is window dressing.  Know this: Prophecy is meaningful in lifting up God and His works through Christ; it is not self-serving.  Anyone espousing truth that exclusively serves to perpetuate worldly purpose such as building personal wealth, erecting an edifice in one’s name, or in any way diverting attention away from Christ, is indeed a liar.  Know that if any effort does not lift up Christ, it is the work of evil, and it is not to be trusted.  As espoused on the X-Files, “The truth is out there.”  You will know it when it is revealed to you.  Be prepared.  God is speaking to His people.

And, remember … if anyone ever asks “where was God when this [thing] or that  happened?”… respond by asking where God’s people were.   We are made in His image, are we not?  We are His hands, feet, arms, legs, and all of the parts of a functioning body.  That body must be armed and ready to fight the good fight in these end times.   

Amen.

1.) See Matthew 24:11 and 23- 27.  How would you personally guard against being misled?

2.) Read Ephesians 6:12 – 18.  What does Paul tell you about being prepared and what is coming?  Why would we need this armor?

3.) Have you ever heard false information being preached as gospel?  Where or from whom?  What did you do about it or was it that obvious … how did you know?

4.) What in our contemporary culture masquerades, or presents itself, as fact and truth, but it is hollow and false?

5.) What does Peter mean when he writes about, “being carried along by the Holy Spirit?”

