To follow Him and find Favor

1Peter 2:19   For it brings favor if, because of conscience toward God, someone endures grief from suffering unjustly. 

2:20   For what credit is there if you endure when you sin and are beaten? But when you do good and suffer, if you endure, it brings favor with God. 

2:21   For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in His steps. 

This is not to be taken lightly, trust me.  Christ asks us to follow him in ways that leave us open to unfair treatment and satanic tampering.  We are commanded to endure this pain without the usual avenues of justice that provide a sense of warranted, if not fleeting, vindication.  It sounds easy enough, on the surface, to take unmerited abuse, and walk away with a smug attitude of impending victory.  But, the reality is this:  the justice we wish to see exacted may not occur anytime soon … and our real sentence will be keeping our “smug-ness” on emotional life support for a very, very long time.  It is a supreme unheralded effort that can easily turn to frustration and resentment.  Of course, in the interim we may very well watch our punishers go merrily about their lives oblivious to our pain with blood on their hands … and no justice in our courts.  God’s timeline is not ours.  That is incredibly unnerving in a culture of instant everything.  Why not instant justice?  Few things of value are instant. Look to fellow believers and leave the victory to God where it belongs.  It is spiritual warfare so I suggest reading Ephesians chapter 6. 

Frankly, it is a lot to ask if we attempt to handle these things alone because we run the risk of playing martyr in an effort to hasten the process of judgment.  I am not very good at this as I take every affront personally, and I also worry a lot, which is actually Christ’s place.    

We also run the risk of taking responsibility for outcomes if we are not careful.  That is again, God’s place.  It is His kingdom and we play by His rules. By being careful I mean being connected with fellow believers who can help us with a right perspective.  We need to be reminded that it is not about us … it really isn’t, even if we believe we are being used for target practice.

What the author of Peter is saying here is that we should expect to be punished for our civil misdeeds.  It is another, and more honorable experience, to take undeserved punishment for being a follower of Christ.  It is, admittedly, a very large risk.  Are you up for it?  I say yes, but not because I go looking for risky situations to launch myself into.  We need to be always prepared in faith because we will otherwise be caught unawares, and truly without our defenses.  Some of these outcomes could be life altering.  They are scenarios that many of us cannot plan for in any concrete way.  .  Be in prayer, seek out other believers, read Scripture & listen to God’s leading. 

Activities that may be “rewarded” with trial and punishment in a civil institution:

Lifting up the name of Christ in the workplace,

Doing the right thing, not the convenient thing,

Standing up for an underdog type,

Not doing the easy thing just because it’s easy,

Considering God’s will first,

Taking the contrarian’s position, WWJD?

Saying what needs to be said &

Doing what needs to be done, etc.

What would you add to the list?

We should be doing this stuff anyhow, right?

What have you done, or what have you experienced, that is in line with Peter’s suggestion that we take our punishment as a blessing when it is the consequence of lifting up the name, and the cause, of Christ?

Do you know of someone who paid “the price” for the cause of Christ?

