Representations of faith: the Covenant

1Chronicles 16:1   So they brought the Ark of the Covenant and set it in the midst of the tent which David had pitched for it, and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God.  (B47;pg 374)

The Ark was a visible reminder of God in their midst, and of the sacred covenant the early Hebrews had entered into with Him.  Where is it today, and what must it be like to have lost such a critical artifact are both powerful questions?  This would have been like having the true Cross in our possession as Christians, and then losing it to the thieves of time and warfare.

The Hebrews went so far as to carry the Ark into war to insure victory.  From what we read, it worked.  The various icons used in the Crusades by the Knights Templar did not have the same impact.  Why is this?  Is it because God is far from us when we are far from Him in our efforts and personal crusades?

From The Portable Seminary, “The Prophets and the Writings were always considered secondary to the Law (Torah).  Their composition and collection was a process rather than an event in the life of the people of Israel and functioned largely as a record of the nation’s response to the Law, which was so sacred that it was kept in the Ark of the Covenant, which stood in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle.  In Deuteronomy 31:26, however, the Levites were commanded by Moses to put the book of the Law beside the Ark.”  (The Portable Seminary; pg 43 copyright 2006, Edited by David Horton)
The book of the Law was transcribed from the Word of the voice of God (probably breath or spirit), and the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments, and other laws etched into them, were allowed to remain in the Ark from what I can gather.  I am not sure what was actually on the tablets, and what was written later, because God commanded Moses to write down all that he had been told.  Apparently he re-wrote it the 5 books of the Torah in the form of books or collections that were put beside the ark shortly before the Israelites entered into Canaan. The Law was to remain visible as a “witness against the people” because of their rebellion in the desert, that they should not forget their rebellion or God’s mercy. 

Does the Cross act upon us in the same way today, or do we take its symbolic power for granted as jewelry, T-shirt design, etc, using its perception in contemporary culture as emblematic of both the sacred and the profane?  What symbols have the greatest impact today, for the individual and the culture?  Has the Cross become meaningless?  How important is it … really?  Is it more significant with, or without, the body of Christ (or Corpus) upon it?  

If we did not have the New Testament canon written down, as we currently define it, how would we operate as Christians?  If the doctrines of grace and salvation were handed down, but not written down, how would that change our worship?  Is that the difference between a myth and a belief system?

These are a lot of hard questions, but if you didn’t have the visible elements of our faith, predominately the Bible, could we continue to maintain a relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  How would he speak to us?  Since God is all-powerful, it is assumed that He would have found another suitable path to revelation.  Was language originally meant to transmit our doctrines of faith, and interpersonal communication a secondary benefit?

Things that make you want to go “Hmmmm …”

1.) Is it critical to one’s faith to have visible reminders or icons?

2.) How is our worship similar to, and different from, the application of the Torah, or the Mosaic Law, as it is otherwise known?

3.) Why was the Ark so important to the Hebrews?  What did it represent?

4.) Where is the Ark believed to be today… what country?

5.) What other items or elements can you think of that embody faith and religion? 

